From Your City Councnl

By Billie Jo Smith, Mayor

Your City Council plans to add a column to this news-
letter each month. I'm starting it, and you will hear from
different Councilors in the following months. We hope
you enjoy learning about us and our goals and ideas for
our City.

| ran for Mayor of Toledo because I’'m proud of Toledo
and want to do all | can to keep it a great place to live. |
believe that communities that are focused on the quality
of life of all citizens are the most successful. | have found
our city employees to be amazing and proud of the work
they do for all of us. Our priorities are the basics: excel-
lent water quality, effective sewage treatment, good
roads, a dedicated and well-trained fire department, and
an outstanding police department.

It takes more than this to be a city we’re really proud
of, though. Our quality of life is enhanced by the attrac-
tiveness of our streets and buildings, our parks, our li-
brary and swimming pool, the Port of Toledo, our
schools, businesses, industries, events, museums, and
the friendliness of our people. | want to see these as-
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pects of our community supported as much as possible
by the city, but recognize that they can only thrive
through the dedicated work of our wonderful volunteer
groups, and the cooperation of our businesses and agen-
cies.

When | was first in office, and throughout this year,
many citizens have voiced their concerns about the con-
dition of our streets. | shared these concerns with the
City Manager, and he has worked with the Public Works
Director to make improving our streets a priority. You
will be seeing action on this very soon. A study of all of
the streets has been done, and a timeline for street pro-
jects has been developed that includes other utility work.
To find out what streets will be improved this year, check
the City website: www.cityoftoledo.org/paving.

I represent you, and want to listen to your ideas and
concerns for the city. Big decisions loom ahead, and |
need your advice. | will share your ideas with the City
Manager and City Council. Together, we will do our best
for the City. | will be starting my “Chat with the Mayor”
sessions again this month, and plan to be at the Method-
ist Thrift Shop, on Main Street, from 1:30 PM — 4:00 PM
every Wednesday in April. Please stop by. Let’s talk
about our city.

Notice: Online Utility Payments

Effective April 18th, 2016, the email that a customer receives when making an only

utility payment will no longer come from a City of Toledo email address. These emails

will now come directly from the payment processor and the sender’s name will display

as noreply@forte.net. If you use the City’s online utility payment system, please make

sure that your spam filter recognizes this email address as valid by April 18th so that you

will continue to receive verification of your payment status.
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Creating Defensible Space For Fire Protection

Don’t let the wet winter weather
fool you; experts predict Oregon will
have another warm, dry summer.
Last year’s devastating wild fires in
the Central and Eastern parts of the
state serve as a reminder of the im-
portance in protecting our homes and
community from the threat of wild
fire. The Oregon Department of For-
estry recommends creating a
“defensible space” for fire protection.

Defensible Space is the area
around a structure where combus-
tible vegetation that can spread fire
has been cleared, reduced or re-
placed. This space acts as a barrier
between a structure and an advanc-
ing fire. There are also recommenda-
tions for building materials and meth-
ods that are fire resistant.

Here are some things you can do to
make your home defensible:

e Clear brush and vegetation away
from your home. Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry recommends a
30’ clearance of brush on all sides
of structures. Ensure that nothing
ignitable is in contact with the
structure, especially overhanging
tree branches or vines against
walls.

¢ Create a buffer zone of defensible
space around your home in which
vegetation has been thinned. The
purpose of thinning for fuels re-
duction is to increase the distance
between tree crowns in order to
reduce the chance that fire will
spread between them and/or to
remove ladder fuels to reduce the
possibility that a ground fire will
transition to a crown fire. Prune
trees near the ground to prevent
ground fires from climbing into
tree crowns.

e Clean your roof and gutters, re-

moving leaves and pine needles.
Also clean leaves and trash from
under any structures.

e Rake up and dispose of all pine
needles, leaves and dead grasses
in your yard.

e Keep woodpiles away from the
building. These can ignite and
catch adjacent objects on fire.

e Place 1/2-inch mesh screening
around decks, porches, vents and
over the chimney to prevent
smoldering embers from enter-
ing, and have your chimney
cleaned regularly.

e Consider installing double-paned
windows and heavy solid doors
for added fire resistance.

e Consider installing fire resistant
siding.

e During the fire season, keep flam-
mable items like curtains and fur-
niture away from windows where
they may be ignited by heat radi-
ating through the glass.

After clearing brush and vegeta-
tion from your property, you must
properly dispose of left over debris.
There are a number of options for
disposing of yard waste:

e Renting a wood chipper is an en-
vironmentally friendly option for
debris disposal; recycled chipped
mulch is beneficial for gardening
and inhibits weed growth.

¢ Dahl Disposal offers recycling ser-
vices for most organic materials
at their transfer station, with
rates charged at $0.04 per pound,
or S80 per ton. Pine needles, Ivy
and Scotch Broom are disposed of
as garbage. For more information
on Dahl Disposal’s services, call
(541) 336-2151.

e Burning of debris piles in Toledo
is only permitted during certain
times of the year. To obtain a
burn permit, or for more infor-
mation regarding local burn regu-
lations and safe burning practices,
contact the Toledo Fire Depart-
ment at (541) 336-3311.

For more information about cre-
ating defensible space, contact the
Oregon Department of Forestry at:
(541)-336-2273 or the Toledo Fire
Department at (541) 336-3311.

Literature and information is also
available on the City of Toledo web-
site at: www.cityoftoledo.org/fire.

Upcoming Meetings

City Council
Regular Session
April 6th & 20th—7pm

Work Session
April 12th—6:15pm

Planning Commission
April 13th—7pm

All City Council and Planning
Commission meetings are open to
the public and provide an oppor-
tunity for visitor comments.
Meeting agendas are available for
review at City Hall and online at
www.cityoftoledo.org.

To be added to the City Council
meeting agenda email list, please
contact: clerk@cityoftoledo.org

Unless otherwise noted, all
meetings are held in Toledo City
Hall Council Chambers.




