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From Your City Council 
     This is the second in a series of columns from mem-
bers of your City Council – we hope you enjoy reading 
the perspectives of all seven of us. ALL of us were elected 
to represent you – I have been on the Council for about 
5½ years -- and we all try to cast our votes to make sound 
decisions that will both keep Toledo a good place to live, 
and look to the future. 
     There has been some notice of the fact that all your 
current Councilors are women. In the 21st century, I 
think what is far more important is the wide range of in-
dustries and experience we represent. Several councilors 
are local small retail business owners. You also will find 
experience among us in banking, telecommunications, 
law, the military and education. Some of us were born 
and raised here, while others have been here for several 
years. All of us have chosen to live in Toledo and to serve 
as volunteers. And believe me, going through an election 
isn’t easy on your peace of mind! 
     The same wide experience is echoed in the truly amaz-
ing professional staff Toledo enjoys. Your department 
leadership, and those who work for them, are respected 
around the area, and we often are envied for the quality 
of our staff members. They work hard – to keep Toledo 
solvent during the recent recession, staff was reduced by 
at least a third, and many people now have multiple re-
sponsibilities while working fewer than 40 hours per 
week – and they care deeply about the quality of life 

here. Feel free to call on them to get the best answers to 
specific questions you may have.  
     As we all know, there is a lot about Toledo of which 
we can be proud, and we continue the work started by 
past administrations. We’re in the middle of carrying out 
a four-phase Water Master Plan, to make repairs neglect-
ed for several decades and keep our great-quality water 
plentiful and safe. The plan to prioritize and carry out 
street repairs and rebuilding has been in place for several 
years, with a larger-scale Transportation System Plan that 
will carry us many years into the future also complete. 
We’re constantly evaluating parks and other facilities – a 
new dog park in southeast Toledo will be ready soon. 
And we’ll be carrying out a Wastewater Master Plan 
shortly – again, to update aged infrastructure and make 
sure you never have to think about what happens after 
you flush. 
     Paying for all of this isn’t easy – our revenue is flat, 
while costs constantly go up – but the topic of municipal 
revenue and how we’re dealing with it is another column 
all by itself. In the meantime, the Council, Budget Com-
mittee and City staff will be finalizing work on next year’s 
budget very soon. It’s our job to make fiscally responsible 
decisions, and that will mean some difficult ones in com-
ing years.  
     The public is always welcome, of course, at Council 
meetings; come see your local government at work any 
time! It isn’t the most exciting way to spend a Wednes-
day evening (7:00 pm first and third, with a work session 
at 6:15 pm the Tuesday in between), but I hope you’ll 
find it worthwhile. I or any of my colleagues will be happy 
to talk with you. 

The City of Toledo Communication Alternative is published monthly by the City of Toledo. 

PO Box 220, Toledo, OR 97391 | (541) 336-2247 ext. 2110 | www.cityoftoledo.org 

May 2016 

May 14th, 2016—10AM to 3PM 
173 NW 7th Street 

All proceeds will go towards the purchase of new books and 
materials for the Library! 

Used Book Sale at Toledo Public Library 



 

City Council 
Regular Session  
May 4th&18th—7pm 
 

Work Session 
May 10th—6:15pm 
 

 

 

Planning Commission  
May 11th—7pm 

Budget Committee 
May 10th—5:30PM 
Public Hearing 
 
May 17th—5:30PM 
Public Hearing 
 
May 24th– 5:30PM 
Public Hearing 

All City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings are open to 
the public and provide an oppor-
tunity for visitor comments. 
Meeting agendas are available for 
review at City Hall and online at 
www.cityoftoledo.org.  
 

To be added to the City Council 
meeting agenda email list, please 
contact: clerk@cityoftoledo.org 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings are held in Toledo City 

Highway 20 Closures 
     Construction is scheduled to begin 

June 1, 2016, on the west end curve 

portion of the Pioneer Mountain—

Eddyville project. 

     For current information on clo-

sures, the Oregon Department of 

Transportation recommends using 

www.tripcheck.com before travel.  
 

Chat with the Mayor 
What:  Chat with the Mayor 

When:  May 4, 11, 18 & 25, 2016 

Time:  1:30 - 3:30 PM 

Where:  YRMA Schoolhouse 

    151 NE Alder 
 

Annexation Survey 

     As the City of Toledo looks at in-

creasing the City’s boundaries, the 

City Council has directed the Planning 

Department to determine the interest 

in having property that is located in 

the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) 

annexed into the City of Toledo.  The 

City is currently conducting a survey 

on annexation.  Whether you own or 

occupy property in the UGB, your in-

put is appreciated and will be consid-

ered as the City determines how to 

proceed moving forward. Please visit 

www.cityoftoledo.org/annexation for 

more information.  
 

Water Quality Report 
City of Toledo 

2015 Water Quality Report 

Quality on Tap 

Visit www.cityoftoledo.org/wqr to 

read how your drinking water meets 

and exceeds the established federal 

and state drinking water standards. 
 

Invasive Ivy 
Local Threat to Trees 

     English Ivy has become widespread 

in natural areas and unmanaged 

green/open spaces, where it buries 

native ground cover and climbs and 

kills or topples mature trees. It is an 

aggressive invader, whose cover can 

reach catastrophic levels in and 

around urban areas. Manual removal 

is a safe, effective and generally eco-

logically friendly method of eradi-

cating local infestations of English Ivy. 

The essential elements to efficient, 

effective ivy removal and long-term 

recovery of native vegetation are: re-

moving as much of the root system as 

possible;  protecting native plants 

that are present; clearing an area 

thoroughly before moving on. Be-

cause ivy is both an aggressive re-

sprouting species and it has long and 

relatively fragile roots, it is important 

to pull the vine at the spot where the 

root comes out of the ground to get 

effective control.  Maintaining this 

invasive species of ivy is vital to the 

health and vitality of our native trees, 

one of Toledo’s greatest resources. 
 

Heritage Plaza 

     The City  recently installed a cus-

tom bench at the at Heritage Plaza 

park, located at the south end of 

Main Street. The bench was  pur-

chased from the estate of the late 

local artist, Sam Briseno. Funding for 

the purchase of the art installation 

was provided through a grant from 

the Siletz Tribal Charitable Contribu-

tion Fund. Community member, Jim 

Chambers was a responsible for purs-

ing the grant and coordinating the 

bench project. Completion of Herit-

age Plaza was budgeted for the 2015-

2016 fiscal year, ending June 30th. 

Upcoming Meetings 


