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October 5, 2016 

 

TOLEDO CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Regular Session  

 

Council President (CP) Jill Lyon called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Councilors Present: Michele Johnson, Teri Strom and Jerry Seth. Councilor excused: Mayor 

Billie Joe Smith and Alma Baxter. Councilors absent: Jackie Kauffman. 

 

City Staff present:  City Manager Pro Tem (CM) Craig Martin, City Attorney (CA) Michael 

Adams, Police Chief (PC) David Enyeart and Assistant City Recorder (ACR) Melodi McGee 

 

Visitors Present: Cassie Dick, Calley Hair, Deanne Dunlap, Joshua Smith, District Attorney 

Michelle Branam and Gillian Losh of My Sister’s Place. 

 

CP Lyon noted that staff has requested to add a decision item to the agenda. CM Martin asked 

that Council add considering the authorization of hiring of a full time dispatcher to the Toledo 

Police Department. He noted that the City’s Charter requires the City Manager Pro Tem to 

receive approval from Council to hire or terminate personnel. 

 

Motion – It was moved and seconded (Seth/Strom) to add a decision item to the agenda to 

authorize the hiring of a new dispatcher. Motion passed 4-0, noting the absence of Mayor Smith 

and Councilors Baxter and Kauffman. 

 

Visitor Comments: 
Bill Farley stated that News Lincoln County is offering to post a resume of up to 250 words for 

aspiring candidates for the November general election. 

 

Presentation: Michelle Branam, Lincoln County District Attorney 
Michelle Branam introduced herself as the District Attorney (DA) for Lincoln County. She noted 

that in 2015 her office worked 5,087 cases and crime with the highest number of cases in Lincoln 

County is Driving Under the Influence (DUI), followed by Domestic Violence. She explained 

that she is working to visit with decision-makers in each city within her jurisdiction and stated 

that she will be presenting local crime statistics and information at a future council meeting.  

 

She stated that there are several different specialty courts under the Lincoln County District 

Attorney, including Child Welfare Court, which currently has 60 open cases with four dedicated 

prosecutors. 

 

Councilor Seth asked about the impact of Mental Health issues on cases within the county. DA 

Branam stated that statistics show that between 20 to 40 percent of people in criminal justice 

system are affected by mental illness. She explained that Lincoln County does not currently have 

many resources for mental health, however, Lincoln County Commissioner Bill Hall has recently 



launched a local initiative called Stepping Up, which is geared towards mental health and aims to 

assist those struggling with mental illness issues.  

 

CP Lyon inquired about accessing the resources and services provided by the Lincoln County 

District Attorney’s office. She noted that the office has a website, which can be accessed at 

http://www.co.lincoln.or.us/da. The District Attorney’s Office can also be reached by phone at 

(541) 265-4145.  

 

CP Lyon thanked DA Branam for attending.  

 
Proclamation: Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Gillian Losh, Outreach Coordinator for My Sister’s Place stated that October is Domestic 

Violence month. She explained that each year, during the month of October, My Sister’s Place 

chooses a different topic of focus; the topic for 2016 is housing with the theme “Everyone 

Deserves a Safe Home” She explained that inter-personal violence is one of the leading causes of 

homelessness for women and children and that the average client stays 27 days in the My Sister’s 

Place Shelter. Currently, resources to assist clients in the transition to safe housing, such as rental 

and utility deposits are extremely limited. She noted that with this in mind, My Sister’s Place has 

begun to raise funds for a “sanctuary fund” to help with rent, deposits and other emergency final 

issues. She explained that My Sister’s Place will be holding “Sanctuary Night” fundraisers 

throughout the county during the month of October with crafts, activities and light refreshments. 

She explained that more information is available online at www.mysistersplace.us.  

 

Community Member Bill Farley asked if My Sister’s Place shelter is open to men. Ms. Losh 

replied that services are not gender, sexuality, race or otherwise specific, however 90% of the 

clients that utilitize the shelter are women, and typically the men contact My Sister’s Place are 

seeking other services.  

 

Councilor Johnson asked about volunteering with My Sister’s Place. Ms. Losh explained that 

there are two types of volunteers within the organization: volunteers that assist with events and 

volunteers that work directly with clients. She explained that the latter requires extensive training 

but that My Sister’s Place welcomes volunteers in either capacity. She stated that full-sized 

toiletry donations are always needed. 

 

CP Lyon asked is there is a goal amount for the “Sanctuary Fund”. Ms. Losh replied that the goal 

is currently $5,000. She noted that My Sister’s Place is also seeking matching donors.  

 

CP Lyon asked is there would be a benefit to inter-agency coordination within the state. Ms. 

Losh replied that this would be beneficial and has been previously discussed but at the current 

time there is not coordination plan in place. 

 

CP Lyon proclaimed October 2016 as “Domestic Violence Awareness Month” in the City of 

Toledo and encouraged all residents to join in this observance.  

 

Discussions and Information Items 
Consent Calendar 

http://www.co.lincoln.or.us/da
http://www.mysistersplace.us/


Motion – It was moved and seconded (Strom/Johnson) to approve the consent calendar 

consisting of the minutes from September 21, 2016. Motion passed 4-0, noting the absence of 

Mayor Smith and Councilors Baxter and Kauffman. 

 

Committee Updates 
There were none. 

 

Annual Joint Meeting with the Port of Toledo 
CM Martin reported that representatives from the Port of Toledo Board of Commissioners have 

contacted him to hold a joint meeting with City Council on December 13, 2016. He asked for 

consensus of the date of the meeting.  

 

By consensus of Council, staff was directed to tentatively schedule the joint meeting with the 

Port of Toledo Board of Commissioners for Tuesday, December 13, 2016, to be held at the Port 

of Toledo, with the City Council’s Work Session immediately following. CM Martin will report 

the logistics at the next session of City Council.  

 

Municipal Court Judge Contract 
CA Adams asked if Council would like to enter Executive Session to discuss the Municipal 

Court Judge contract. Council declined an executive session and directed staff to add the judge 

contract as a decision item at the next regular session. 

 

 

Decision Items 
Consider the Request for Close Main Street for the “Trick or Treat” Event 
CM Martin stated that Deanne Dunlap on behalf of the Toledo Downtown Association (TDA) 

has submitted an outdoor event permit application for the annual Halloween Trick or Treat event 

on Main Street to be held from 4:30pm to 6:00pm on Monday, October 31, 2016. He explained 

that the application included the request for temporary closure of Main Street to ensure the safety 

of families participating in a Halloween Trick-or-Treat activity. TDA is requesting closure to 

through traffic spanning from the intersection of Main Street and Business Highway 20 to 1st 

Street SE, in its entirety. CM Martin explained that the outdoor event permit application has been 

reviewed and approved by the Public Works Director, Police Chief, Fire Chief and City 

Manager, and proof of liability insurance for the event has been received. 

 

Motion – It was moved and seconded (Johnson/Seth) to approve the request for temporary 

closure of Main Street from 4:00pm to 6:30pm on Monday, October 31, 2016 for the Toledo 

Downtown Association and Merchant’s Halloween Trick-or-Treat event. 

Motion passed 4-0, noting the absence of Mayor Smith and Councilors Baxter and Kauffman. 

 

Consider Setting a Deadline for the Planning Commission Vacancy 
CM Martin explained that on September 21, 2016 City Council declared one vacancy on the 

Planning Commission as a result of the appointment of Jerry Seth to fill the City Council 

vacancy. He stated that staff requests direction from Council on setting a deadline for receipt of 

applications as well as a date for the interviews of applicants. He noted that staff will prepare the 

public notice to be published in the News-Times, posted on bulletin boards in City Hall and the 



Library, emailed to local radio stations and posted on Toledo’s web page and City Facebook 

page. 

 

After some discussion, by consensus of Council, it was decided to set the deadline for the 

vacancy on the Planning Commission as open until two applications are received, at which time 

interviews would be conducted. CP Lyon stated that Council can revisit this topic as necessary.  

 

Motion – It was moved and seconded (Strom/Johnson) to declare the Planning Commission 

vacancy open until two applications are received. Motion passed 4-0, noting the absence of 

Mayor Smith and Councilors Baxter and Kauffman. 

 
Consider Authorizing a City Manager Pro Tem Civic Activity 
CM Martin noted that the provisions of his Pro Tem contract require that he receive City Council 

permission to engage in civic activities within the community. He stated that he has been asked 

to coach the Toledo High School Aqua Boomer Program (swim team).  

 

Motion – It was moved and seconded (Seth/Johnson) to authorize City Manager Pro Tem Craig 

Martin to engage in civic activities as the High School Swimming Coach, Lincoln County 

School District. Motion passed 4-0, noting the absence of Mayor Smith and Councilors Baxter 

and Kauffman. 

 

Consider Approval of Infrastructure Finance Authority Grant Authority for the 
Water Master Plan 
 

CA Adams reported that the City is applying for a grant from the State’s Infrastructure Finance 

Authority (IFA) to update the Water Master Plan (WMP). He explained that the data in the 

current WMP is six years old, it is being updated for information required by the Water 

Conservation and Management Plan (WCMP), as both plans require similar data. The WCMP is 

required to maintain the City’s water rights. The grant to the City is for $20,000. The estimated 

total project cost, for both the WMP and WCMP is $48,686. He noted that both plans are 

currently being prepared by Civil West Engineering because they require similar data by a 

Certified Water Rights Examiner. The grant funds will be disbursed to the City as an expense 

reimbursement or costs-incurred basis.  

 

Motion – It was moved and seconded (Strom/Seth) based on the City Council having reviewed 

the contract, and being fully advised by staff and making the findings that this contract is 

excluded from the competitive process, under Oregon’s Public Contracting Code, by ORS 

279A.025(2)(d), because it is a grant and being advised there is no corresponding applicable city 

public contracting code provision, I move we approve the grant as presented and authorize the 

required signatures to be executed on behalf of the City.  Motion passed 4-0, noting the absence 

of Mayor Smith and Councilors Baxter and Kauffman. 

 
 
Consider Authorizing the City Manager Pro Tem to Hire a Dispatcher 
CM Martin reported that the Police Department has requested authorization to make a job offer 

for the position of Dispatcher to Joella Bloomstrom. He explained that the position is budgeted in 



the current fiscal year and the hire would be contingent on satisfactory completion of physical 

and psychological exams. He noted that the proposed hire will allow the department to be fully 

staffed. He stated that in accordance with the City Charter, Chapter V Section 20 (7) Powers and 

Duties of Officers; a manager pro tem shall possess the powers and duties of city manager, 

except that the manager pro tem may appoint or remove personnel only with the approval of the 

majority of all members of the council. 

 

CP Lyon asked about background checks. PC Enyeart replied that background checks are 

completed prior to job offers and are conducted by Sergeant Pace who is certified to complete 

them. 

 

Motion – It was moved and seconded (Strom/Johnson) to authorize the Pro-Tem City Manager 

to hire Joella Bloomstrom for a Dispatcher position, pending satisfactory completion of the 

occupational medical and psychological tests. Motion passed 4-0, noting the absence of Mayor 

Smith and Councilors Baxter and Kauffman. 

 

Reports and Comments 
Department Reports 
CM Martin, acting as Interim Public Works Director discussed the landslide at the Skyline Water 

Tank. He explained that there were lingering issues from previous repairs completed in 2014. In 

order for the contractor to complete the necessary repairs to the tank, it had to be completely 

drained. The Public Works crew inspected the area prior to beginning the draining procedures 

and ensured adequate water flow for both residential and public safety. During the process of 

draining the drain way, at 6:20 pm on Monday. October 3rd, 2016, failed causing water to flood 

the area and consequently landslide across Skyline and Arcadia Drive. He explained that Police, 

Fire and the Public Works Crew responded and were able to perform clean up and get the 

roadway secured. He noted that staff will discuss repairing the drain way and the stabilization of 

the mountain. He noted that there was some damage to the gate at the cemetery drive and he has 

made contact with the Cemetery Manager, Tony Molina, and submitted a notice of claim to the 

City’s liability insurance provider.  

 

City Manager’s Report 
CM Martin reported the following: 

 Thanks to the hard work of Finance Director, Polly Chavarria, the City has received an 

A+ stable bond rating, which will bode well for the upcoming sale of the bonds and 

potentially result in better savings. 

 He and CA Adams attended the “Place-based Water Workshop” in Newport. The 

workshop brought all interested stakeholders together for discussion about water resource 

opportunities. This was the first meeting of the group and he will provide more 

information and updates in the future.  

 The Toledo Centennial Clock will be rededicated at the Yaquina Pacific Historical 

Railroad Museum at a ceremony to be held on Saturday, October 8, 2016 at 2pm. He 

encouraged the community to attend. 

 

Council Comments 



Councilor Storm stated that the Yaquina Pacific Railroad Museum is seeking donation to offset 

the $2,000 cost of repairing the clock. She noted that the Toledo Downtown Association would 

be donating funds. 

 

Councilor Seth stated that he recommended everyone change their computer passwords, as he 

was recently a victim of hackers. 

 

Mayor Comments 
There was no Mayor comment due to the absence of Mayor Smith. 

 

Adjournment 
CP Lyon adjourned the meeting at 8:11 pm. 


